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Non-arboreal pollen represents over half of all pollen for both
samples. Such frequencies would be unusual in samples from a forested
locality. It is quite probable that the immediate environs of the
site were natu aﬂty~open or cleared of trees during the occupation in
question. The great majority of the non-arboreal pollen in each case
consists of Cheno-Ams (a composite palynological category made up of
the Chenopodiaceae and the genus Amgranthus?.

Chenopods and amaranths are common plants of disturbed habitats.
The abundance of this pollen type cjﬁ?d reflect a vegetational response
to cultural disturbance during site occupation. It may be relevant,
however, that species producing this pollen type have served both as

wild food sources and as cultigens.

It 1s possible that large amounts of Cheno-Am pollen were
introduced to the sample sediments by the handling of plant materials
gathered elsewhere. Concentrations of pollen from plants introduced

~into a site would tend to be 1ocalizrd and to produce differing percent-
1

ages from sample to sample. The fact that the two samples have very
similar frequencies of Cheno-Ams would suggest that a more likely case
is an appreciable stand of the plants in or around the site. Additional
samples from the same horizon would furnish one means of further clari-
fying the interpretation. '

The natunal or encouraged presence of chenopods and amaranths may
have been a factor in the Deptford occupation at the site. The role
of these plants in the early agriculture of eastern North America has
received attention in the archaeological 1iterature (Struever 1962).
The results f isza suggest that future research might ?rofitably
be focused on this problem at similar sites, using palynological and

other techniques.
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