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Non-a...bo~lpol1en represent. over half of all pollen f.·... both
samples. Such fneeJuencies wouldbe!unUsual insantples from a forested
locality. I·t .Sjlquite probable tha*.~he iftlJled1ate env1ronsof the
site were na~ ally ope" or cleared 101 trees during the OCl;llpatfon. in
question•. Thel~eat majority of th.non-arborealpollen in each case
consists"of Ch ....~Ams(a composite ..palynological category made up of
the Chenopodiaeale and· the genus ~ranthUs},

Chen<tpod •. alnd amaranths are c~onplatlts ofd1sturbedblbitats.
The abundance flthis pollen type cquldreflect a vegetational response
to cultural df tu.rb'ance during site iocFupation. .It may be relevant,
however, thatP$1es producing th1~ pollen type have servEKI both as
wild food sour eSland as cultigens.

It 1$ poi.~le that large amo~ntsofCheno-Am pollen were
1ntroduCfJd toeiQmple sEKI1ments ~ thehandl1ng ofplantmaterfals
gatheredelser"~. Concentrations !of pel}en from.plants introduced

;.• :. '~~am..'~...•.k,..•~.;:m.~e~. ~:a~c.~.~=·..~.e.. ~::l. :;et;~ ~en.. t-
siml1arfrequi.s of Cheno-Ants woull'dsUggest that a more likely case
i.5.. an appreCia. leb.·.. s...:.tl.ndof the plant~ fnor around theslte.Addftfonal
samples frGRIt .e ~e hOrizon would furnish one means of further clari­
fyf ng the 1ntepr,tat1on.

The natua1! or encouraged pre

m
'l'l¢eof chenopo(is ~nd amaranths may

have been a fa tit in the Deptford .• ¢Upat1on at the sfte. Tnerole
of theseplantt,the ~rlyagricul,.eof ~stern North Ainerfca ha's
received atten iO.•..•...1n tM arehaeolog cal liter,".... ature. (.Struever 1962).
The results f •~s23 suggest thatfture research might profitably
be focused on hf$problem at similar sites, using palynological and
other techn1qu s.
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