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Sm-tMARY

The Tabby Rouse

Only three specimens occur here which antedate 16110: the commemo­

rative Battle of St. Vincent mug fragment and the Chippendale-period

drawer handle and bed-bolt cover. The Chinese export porcelain sherd

inscribed "Injustitia," the Staffordshire teapot fragments ~r1th "Lo~re­

stoft"-type decoration, and a few Canton porcelain sherds probably date

from the followin~ decade. Virtually eve~lthing else ranges in a later

period, with the greateat concentration apJ)arently from 1810-1820.

49.75% of the ceramic and glass sherds consist of blue transfer-printed

wares (roup,hly 1310-1840), 9.09% plain creamware (before 1820), 9.0%

shell-edge ware (mostly,before 1820), and 7.84% hand-painted and band­

ed Staffordshire wares (mostly before 1825 but after 180n). Wine­

bottle sherds, dating from prior to about 1830 constitute 14.28%.

Only.54% are comprised of post-183O transfer-printed 'fares (other than

blue) and .64% are made Up of cOlllllOn white crockery of the 1850 per­

iod. If we discount the two specimens of fumiture hardware as having

come from heirloom pieces of date earlier than the site, and if were­

gard the Cape St. Vincent fragment also as part of a family keepsake,

we may consider that the site was active from the first decade of the

1800's to about 1840. "lhether the Tabby lIouse actually was standing

there during all this time is open to question on the basis of his­

torical record and archeology, but this is the period in which the

artifacts accumulated, even though they may have originated in a

neighboriny. house, perhaps House #2.
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The black sand deposit, coverinp, the artifacts must be later than 1812,

the bottom date suggested by lirs. Caldwell.

HoUSe #2

The earliest sherds from this site are. probably those from a Chi-.

nese export porcelain teacup, datinf!' from. about 1800, althoup;hthey

may be matched in a~e by the engravenp.oblet fragment, in spite of a

quantitative variation in creafm'are and blue printed ware. Late ~ares

are in higher abundance, 1830-1860 printed ware and post-1850 crocKery

each representing 9.09%. Over-all dates of roughly 181)0 to the Civil

War are indicated.

House 1J3

Like the Tabby House, this. site yieldlld more blue-printed· tlare.

than anythin~ else, totaling 46.51%. :tts·predominance ia undoubtedly

attributable to the Rreater popularity of' this "ay and colorful po~-.

tery, whose folk appeal, low cost, and cleanliness.made it acceptable

everywhere. There was a minimum 2.11% of shell-edp,e ~1are, the only

considerable variation from the norm. Late crockery amounted only to

1.40%, while post-183!) printed wares (other thal\blue) werenon-exis­

tent. Here the ran~ seems principally to be from 1810 to perhaps

1840.
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CO~TCLUSIONS

The three house sites and the three ditches (regardless of h~,

early the latter may have been dug)' contained artifacts from a common

source of habitation, datin!/: roughly from 18'ln to J;he Civil ~Tar, ,-,ith

apeak of occupation (or, at least, of dish breakage:) be~.yeen about

'1810 and about 1830.

The artifacts reveal a reasonably prosperous, middle class socie-

ty, probably of British-American stock, in which the housetnfe had

sufficient means at her command to buy the latest products of the
.:It!.

Staffordshire potters: Luxuries were not many, although there are a

few choice pieces of Oriental exPort porcelain. Pieces of stoneware

and fragments of a Connecticut tmiskey flask suggest that coastal
;'. ,~

traders from New England and New Jersey may have exchanged their J!;oods '

at Darien.

In general, this matertal shmo7ll in as much detail as has yet been
• < •• -.- < \ • . '

found the accoutrements of do~stic life on the eastern seaboard during

the first third of the nineteenthcent~ry. ~~o;'" particularly; it de­

monstrates that the material aspects of life in a Georgia seaport town

of the period probably diUered little fr01lt those of seaport towns

elsewhere.
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TABBY ESE. 11 76 55 74 382 4 5 20 110 24 10 771

HOUSE #2 1 17 11 9 18 16 9 2 4 4 4 4 99

HOUSE #3 18 17 3 66 2 36 142

DITCR #1 9 5 3 10 29

DITCH #2 12 50 56 10 2 130

DITCH #3 14 17 9 10 97 10 9 7 6 2 3 1114

TOTAL 26 149 147 155 583 30 9 25 22 120 30 53 4 1355

PERCEtITAGES

TABBY nSE. 1.42 9.09 7.84 9.07 49.75 .51 •(.4 2.61 14.28 2.11 1.28

ROUSE #2 1.01 17.18 11.11 9.09 18.01 14.21 9-.09 2.02 4.n4 4.04 4.04 4.04

ROUSE #3 12.67 11.85 2.11 46.51 1.40 25.37

DITCH #1 31.08 17.24 10.36 31.03

DITCR #2 9.23 38.46 43.06 7.68 15.38

DITCE 1/3 7.61 9.25 4.89 5.44 50.00 5.44 4.89 3.1)7 4.(1) 1.02 1.63

% of
TOTAL 1.93 11.61 10.85 11.45 43.10 2.21 .66 1.82 1.62 8.84 2.21 3.92 .02



SKETCH MAP OF THE DARIEN BLUFF
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