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SUMMARY

The earliest of 'tWo major occupations at Potts' Tract is identifiable
as Noodstock. Pottery of this component conforms closely to published
descriptions of Uoodstock ceramics with one exception. The type, Etowah
Complicated St~, bearing ladder base diamond designs. occurs in small
quantities in artifact lots from the early midden and can be shown to be
an integral part of the component's pottery inventory. Since this type is
diagnostic of Etowah I phase. the Potts' Tract component is no doubt relatively
late in the period of Uoodstock culture.

The \'loodstock occupation is restricted to XU I. where it is represented
by a midden deposit containing abundant stone and pottery artifacts. Several
pit features are attributable to the occupation. but evidence of domestic
structures in the form of posthole patterns. prepared floors and hearths.
is lacking. The richness of the midden and the presence of large pits such
as Features 122 and 133 indicate that site occupation was more than sporadic.
Permanent dwelling structures shOUld be present. Apparently no structures
l~ere erected within the area covered by XU 1. or evidence of them has been
obscured by the later Barnett phase occupation.

The second component at Potts' Tract has been designated Barnett phase
in recognition of the distinctive character of its ceramics. Elements of both
the Dallas and lamar ceramic complexes compose the ceramic inventory. and,
rather than obscure this fact by assigning the component to ODe or the other
of those entities, the author has established a new phase for it. Excavations
at S1xtoe Field. Bell Field 1I0und. Little Egypt and Potts' Tract indicate that
in the late prehistoric period at Carters Dam. there is a gt'adUal shift
from pottery assemblages which are predominantly Dallas in nature to ones
that are predominantly Lamar. Ilarnett phase represents a late stage -
perhaps the latest - in this developnent. This ceramic shift may represent actual
population movement - replacement of Coosa by Cherokee - or merely a change in
preference for pottery styles.

There is no evidence of European contact in the Barnett phase component
at Potts' Tract.

Investigations at 9-ITu-103 were limited to a three-awe tract. with the
result that the horizontal extent of the Barnett phase occupation is not
known. Barnett phase features investigated include three domestic structures,
at least two burials. several fired areas and a variety of pits. All evidence
indicates that the site was residential in nature. Guite prob3bly it was
a satellite hamlet of the Bell Field or Little Egypt mound sites.

There is some evidence of time depth to the Barnett component. Struc­
ture 1 was rebuUt ODe time and subsequent to its final destruction a pit.
Feature 64. was excavated into it. Patches of fired soil overlying Structure
3 may be attribut!!d-to activities subseCl'lent to the destruction of that
building. Some portion of the Barnett phase midden has been destroyed by
recent cultivation as artifacts are relatiVely abundant in the relict plow
IPne. It follows. that all Barentt phase features are not necessarUy
contemporaneous. The thl'ee structures may represent an equal number of
chronologically separate occupations of the area by single households rather
than thl'ee contemporaneous houses in a single hamlet.
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Structure 1 is of interest because of its mUltiple stages of construction.
llhile it is not known how or why Struc.ture IA was destroyed. there is evidence
that Structure IB was erected soon afterwards and with the intention of
duplicating the floor plan of the earlier building. Structure 2 may also
have been rebuilt one time.
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